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What is Politics? 

Politics among the ancient Greeks was a new way of thinking, feeling, and above all being related to 

one‟s fellows. Citizens varied in wealth, beauty, and intelligence, but as citizens they were equal. This 

was because citizens were rational, and the only appropriate relation between rational beings is that of 

persuasion. 

 

Among the Greeks we find most of the conditions of freedom which was in turn a necessary condition for 

politics to be fair: a life lived among equals, subject only to law, and ruling and being ruled in turn. The 

Greeks were the first historical people to create societies having this form; certainly they were the first to 

create a literature exploring it as an experience. Politics was the activity specific to this new thing called a 

„citizen‟. It might take many forms, even the debased forms of tyranny and usurpation, but on one thing 

the later classical Greeks were adamant: oriental despotism was not politics. 

 

Politics in Ancient Greece meant all the things relating to the affairs of the state, especially its 

government, and the same meaning has been preserved to our day. Therefore, any attempt to define 

politics must necessarily involve the concept of the state. 

 

The State can be understood as a territorial unit within definite boundaries, inhabited by a population, 

wielding sovereign power within the same unit. According to Cicero, the people in a state are “associated 

in an agreement with respect to justice and a partnership for common good” 

 

Thus, according to Pennock and Smith, politics refers to all that has to do with the forces, institutions and 

organisations in a state that are recognised as having the final authority within the same state for the 

purpose of the common good, that is, in ensuring internal peace and well-being, in the realisation of the 

conjoint aims of its members, and in the reconciliation of their personal differences. It can also more 

simply said, that politics is the striving to share power, or influence the distribution of power, or the 

power to make decisions with authoritative finality. (H.V Wiseman) 

The word 'Politics' is derived from the Greek word 'Polis' literally meaning city-state 

Thomas Jefferson on Politics: 
“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal; that they are endowed by their 

Creator with inherent and inalienable rights; that among these, are life, liberty, and the pursuit of 

happiness; that to secure these rights, governments are instituted among men, deriving their just powers 

from the consent of the governed; that whenever any form of government becomes destructive of these 

ends, it is the right of the people to alter or abolish it, and to institute new government, laying its 

foundation on such principles, and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely 

to effect their safety and happiness." --Declaration of Independence as originally written by Thomas 

Jefferson, 1776. ME 1:29, Papers 1:315 
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Definitions 
1. Heywood: Politics, in its broadest sense, is the activity through which people make, 

preserve, and amend the general rules under which they live. 
 

2. Otto Von Bismark (1918) : Politics is the art of the possible 
 

3. Harold Laski says, "The study of politics concerns itself with the life of man in relation to 

organized states" 


